[IgG, IgM, IgA, secretory IgA and the complement components C3, C4 and C9 in the large intestine in nonspecific ulcerative colitis and Crohn disease].
The immunohistological study of the large intestines excised from 20 patients with ulcerous colitis and Crohn's disease was made with the use of the indirect immunofluorescence test. A considerable increase in the number of IgG immunocytes has been noted in the lamina propria of the mucous membrane, especially in infiltrations around ulcers. In cases of a highly active inflammatory process accompanied by the pronounced destruction of the epithelium, IgG and C3, C4, C9 were detected in the epithelium of crypts and in blood vessels of the mucous membrane and the submucosa. One-third of the patients showed a decrease in the number of crypts with secretory and serum IgA. The authors suggest that immune complexes take part in maintaining the chronic inflammatory process.